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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is in response to the Office Action, dated July 26, 2007. Claims 1-18 
remain pending in this application. No claims have been amended. 

Claim Reiections-35 U.S.C. §102 

Claims 1-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102, as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,482,182 ("Carroll"). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection, since 
Carroll does not disclose each and every element required by these claims. 
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Even if the introducer mechanism disclosed in Carroll can be considered as part of 
the claimed burr hole plug, the claims would still not read on the components of the 
introducer mechanism. In particular, the Examiner has characterized the arc-shaped 
sidewalls 426 as the claimed collet, and the introducer retraction knob 312 as the claimed 
clamp. 

While Applicant does not acquiesce that the arc-shaped sidewalls 426 can be 
considered a collet, and the introducer retraction knob 312 can be considered a clamp, to 
the extent that they can be so considered, the retraction knob 312 does not interlock with 
the shell 20 and does not compress the arc-shaped sidewalls 426, as required by claim 1. 
Instead, the introducer retraction knob 312 is simply threaded over the arc-shaped 
sidewalls 426 to move the retractable introducer 402 up and down (see col. 7, lines 3-16). 
Notably, the three locking channels 420 between the arc-shaped sidewalls 426 receive the 
threaded members 412 of the retractable introducer 402 (see col. 6, line 66 to col. 7, line 
3). 

In addition, being that the arc-shaped sidewalls 426 and the introducer retraction 
knob 312 are part of an introducer assembly, the cover 70 is not designed to cover these 
components, and in fact, is only disclosed as being capable of covering the shell 20 (see 
col. 7, line 54 to col. 8, line 11). 

Thus, Applicant submits that independent claim 1 , as well as the claims depending 
therefrom (claims 2-18), are not anticipated by Carroll. 
Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing, it is believed that all claims are now allowable and a Notice 
of Allowance is respectfully requested. If the Examiner has any questions or comments 

2 



Attorney Docket No.: 05-00535-02 
regarding this amendment, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the 
undersigned at (949) 724-1849. 

Respectfully submitted, 
VISTA IP LAW GROUP LLP 



Dated: October 26, 2007 



Customer No. 23410 
Vista IP Law Group LLP 
2040 Main Street, 9 th Floor 
Irvine, CA 92614 



By: 




Michael J. Bola 
Reg. No. 42,339 
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